
Kiev 2018: Reflection & Testimony

Ukraine and Eastern Europe as a whole is a place where anti-semitism has deep roots. There are 
few families that have not been stained by ancestors who either suffered or caused the 
suffering. This battle continues today and affects believers as much as unbelievers, with 
replacement theology also being widespread mainstream church. 
So in this environment, how will we tell pastors and leaders about 
the ONM conference?  How do we encourage pastors and 
leaders to come? How can we provide a good mix of spiritual and 
physical food for them? And what if they not only come, but  want 
to come back – again and again? Can first-time participants 
become second-time participants and then third-time participants 
who bring their friends? 

The answer is yes! They tell me they are blessed by the sound and 
practical teaching which is encouraging unity in Christ’s Body. 
They tell me it is amazing that leaders who disagree and who 
come with very different ideas are being heard and loved as Jew 
and Gentile. We have seen again and again that despite the often very real enmity which exists 
between Jewish and Gentile leaders, God is able to create a safe space where they feel 
comfortable to not only listen to the speakers but listen to each other and enjoy fellowship 
together. I hear them arguing with each other over coffee and then parting as friends, wiser for 
having heard the heart of someone with different ideas. The fruit of this is that leaders come 
back and the network has grown from leader to leader and country to country. It is joyful to see 
that our strong relationships with old participants help us to bring new ones, as they 
recommend us to their friends. 

This year’s conference was the best yet in terms of the quality of the leaders who came and the 
program we were able to put on. Along with myself, I have a core team of Sergei, Irina and 
Samuel who sow their energy and talents to organise every aspect of the event and they carry 
the vision with as much passion as Piers and myself! This year, alongside Piers’ keynote sessions 
in the morning we included seminars in the afternoon and welcomed Dr Olexander Shulger to 
cover the often controversial topic of Ukrainian history, Elsa Landmark, a relationship councillor, 
challenged the leaders to look after themselves and their marriages and Richard Croft, an 
academic, shared an overview of global church trends and in particular the Messianic 
movement. We even held a Jewish cultural tour and a Holocaust tour of important sites as well 
as an evening of Messianic music and worship. We praise the Lord for His presence and strength 
which enabled us to respond to and overcome many challenges while we were preparing for the 
conference and during it. Igor Grishajev TDH Ukraine Director.
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Leaders come because they know that our ONM conference is a platform for unity, 
sound teaching and balanced fellowship between brethren from a diverse range of 
Messianic and Protestant denominations. Turn over to read their testimonies and see 
how deep our relations and the trust between us has grown! 
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“God’s presence was so powerful!” 

This was the first time to be a part of a ONM conference. We are so glad and grateful to God 
that we had the opportunity to be a part of this conference. The teaching was very deep and it  
made us think about where we are heading as a church and what we shall do as a church and as 
the people of God. It was a good opportunity to examine myself and our church from God’s 
perspective. At the same time, it was a huge encouragement for me to see the variety of 
different pastors from Eastern Europe who share this vision of one new man. We are thankful to 
the David House for providing us with funds to get to the conference. We need such a 
conference in our country of Moldova. 
  
Pastor Olexander, Moldova. 

My time at the ONM conference was truly a blessing for me! Every session in the morning and 
teaching in the afternoon were deep, inspiring, and gave so much spiritual food to think about. 
And at the same time, it was so simple because God’s presence was so powerful! The spiritual 
warfare session touched my heart and now I understand how we can fight, that we are not alone 
but with the Lord’s power and with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
  
Rabbi Andrei, Ukraine  

I am so grateful for this ministry and the Yeshua-centered balanced Word from God. The food 
was very good, accommodation is excellent, the spiritual teaching was great, tours were 
informational and even transformational in the sense of learning experience. 

Rabbi Igor, Israel 

The ONM conference more than filled our 
expectations. We have had the second 
opportunity to be at the conference. Despite it 
being a long way to Kiev, it was well worth the 
effort to travel. The conference was well-
organised and the speakers are experienced in 
what they are teaching. We also had very 
encouraging and enriching fellowship with 
other pastors from other countries. We will be 
happy if a ONM conference could be held in 
Belarus. 

Pastors Igor and Vera, Pastors Alexander and Valentian, Pastors Victor and Larissa 

“It was a huge encouragement for me to see the variety of different 
pastors from Eastern Europe who share this vision of One New Man”
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