
Festival Road Map: Tabernacles

If you are like me, you grew up in a church where the only Jewish people were found in the 
Bible and we sang, “father Abraham has many sons and I am one of them and so are you”. 
From this perspective I thought the Bible was written for me. Whilst this is definitely true to a 
point, I was not taught about God’s continuing work in and through the Jewish people today or 
given an understanding of how God’s continuing relationship with Israel blesses the Gentile 
members of the Body. To open the door to this revelation we need to understand that the 
Scriptures were not primarily written for Gentiles but by Jewish people as God’s revealed 
Himself to them. Through Israel’s relationship with God, generation after generation, their 
recorded meetings with Him became the Bible we read today. As we honour the source of the 
revelation we are better placed to understand it and receive it 2000 years later.  

Nevertheless today we have a fight on our hands to allow the Bible to speak into our lives. 
There is so much information presented to us at such a pace that many are being swept away by 
the cares of this world. We need to find times to stop and reflect on God’s Word so that we can 
be strengthened and refreshed. In the Bible, we find a rhythm of times and seasons which God 
has given to keep us close to Him. Leviticus 23 and others, shows us the festivals of the Lord 
which were given to us as way markers in the year to call us into His presence. Sabbath is the 

most important of these as it is the 
weekly invitation to meet with the Lord. 
What does your Sabbath look like? Do 
you find a day to listen and incline your 
ear to the Lord?  

In our fast paced, bitesized culture we 
tend to go for the short answer and the 
simple solution which means we can 
move on to the next thing. In this 
atmosphere Christianity tends to focus 
on the simple truths of love and grace 
and neglect the weightier matters of 
holiness and sin. By grace we are saved 

no question, but if we find ourselves running low on fuel and hungry for more, Leviticus 23 gives 
us a framework for a powerful revelation of God’s pattern for our lives and the journey He wants 
to take us all on. 

The big three yearly festivals found in Leviticus are Passover/Pesach, Weeks/Shavuot and 
Tabernacles/Sukkoth. They are more widely known as Easter, Pentecost and Harvest festival and 
this can be confusing because today they bear little resemblance to the original festivals given 
in the Old Testament. In some ways it is a source of great joy to see how The Lord has used 
these festivals to bring fresh revelation and meaning. Jesus died during Passover as the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world giving rise to Easter. The Holy Spirit was poured out at 
Weeks to empower Jesus’ followers to bring God’s Kingdom on earth as it is in Heaven, a day 
now known as Pentecost. Yet we need to receive the newer revelation without rejecting the 
older so that we can reach a deeper, wider, understanding of God’s purposes for these 
appointed times of meeting and apply that revelation into our lives today. 
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Passover, Weeks and Tabernacles are “pilgrim” festivals during which God commands all Israel 
to travel to meet with Him at His Tabernacle/Temple for the duration. This is why Jerusalem was 
full of Jews from all nations on the day of Pentecost. They had all come for Weeks! Passover and 
Weeks are founded on transformative meetings between God and the Jewish people. The 
journey God took Israel on and the festivals God gave to mark these events carry a revelation to 
us and form a road map for our journey with Him today. The freedom of Passover is followed by 
the journey out from Egypt, in the same way salvation at the cross must be followed by a 
change in our lifestyles as we leave our old life behind. The people of Israel were lead by God 
to Mount Sinai where He appeared to them in awesome power and gave the law as a 
framework for life with Him and each other. The Word and the Spirit provide equipping for the 
followers of Jesus to live sanctified lives free from error in the fullness of God’s plan for us. 

Tabernacles however is the odd one out in that although it is the celebration of Israel in the 
Promised Land, when they were able to reap a harvest and rejoice, it is not accompanied by the 
same drama and miraculous transformative meeting with God. Yet there is still much we can 
glean from Tabernacles and the life in the Promised land it represents. Tabernacles reveals to us 
why God sent His Son to redeem us and His Spirit to lead us into all truth. When we see the 
journey as a whole, Passover and Weeks are not the destination but 
steps on the journey to the Promised Land that God has prepared for 
His people. So what does the Promised Land tell us about how we 
are to live with God today? The physical land of Israel is for the 
physical people of Israel but in them, we receive a revelation that 
God has a fullness into which He wants to bring every one of us. 
Salvation with sanctification leads to God’s shalom. Shalom is a 
wholeness and completeness in God that is summed up as peace. In 
the shalom of God is the blessing, inheritance and rest of the Kingdom of God fully established 
in our lives. The key indicator for us that we have arrived here is fruitfulness in our lives and 
walks. Not occasional and sporadic fruit but the enormous clusters of fruit which take two men 
to carry.  

Yet there is a real danger of us failing to take the step into the Promised Land and its 
fruitfulness, as we saw with the first generation of Israelites and their subsequent wandering in 
the wilderness. Jesus in Matthew 21 issues a warning for those who do not bear fruit for the 
Kingdom of God. We can be Saved, taught and filled with the Spirit but not bearing the fruit of 
a life wholly given over to the Lord. The Kingdom of God is the place where the will of God is 
done. For us to live in the fruitfulness of the Promised Land we must live in the will of God for 
our lives. In this place of fruitfulness a harvest is reaped and at Tabernacles the harvest is 
celebrated with rejoicing for seven days. The specific command of this feast is to rejoice before 
the Lord for seven days and enjoy the fruits of our labours. This is what Jesus will do during His 
millennial reign as the nations gather to Him in Jerusalem (Zech 14). This is what He will do at 
the end time wedding feast of the Bridegroom and the bride (Rev 21). Until then, Tabernacles is 
a reminder of the destination God wants us all to reach in our lives, a place of fruitfulness and 
shalom in Him. Yet if we find ourselves in a wilderness, we can trust that the Lord who was able 
to free us from sin and death is able to to bring us into the fullness that He has prepared for us if 
we listen to His voice and come when He calls. 

So what does the 
Promised Land 
tell us about how 
we are to live 
with God today? 
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