
Our intrepid team arrived in Kyiv on flights from all corners of the United Kingdom. After some initial 
confusion we learn our first lesson of the tour, that flexibility would be key! Ukraine is a relational 
rather than organisational culture so we got used to lots of smiles and incredible warmth from the 
locals as plans changed on numerous occasions. As we exited the airport we were hit by a scorching 
35 degrees and thick humidity, quite a shock after the rain and cold we had left behind! The first day 
was spent recovering from the journey and began with a morning of in-depth study. Our first topic 
was, the birth and growth of the Messianic movement especially in Ukraine. We looked at a timeline 
of the geographical, political and theological forces which lead to the separation of Jew and Gentile 
in the Church. A process which took nearly 1000 years in some parts of the global church. Only when 
we face up to the forces which separated us, including spiritual, can we begin to heal this rift. We 
continued by mapping the modern messianic movement starting from a supernatural gathering of 
four rabbis in Pinczow in the late 1600’s right up to the explosion of the movement post 1967 and the 
extraordinary growth in Ukraine after the iron curtain fell. After questions and coffee we launched into 
the history of Ukraine in the last 100 years taking in the suffering of the war years and the communist 
times when millions died from forced famine and Stalinist purges before the joy of independence in 
the early 90s followed by the frustration of recent political infighting and conflict with Russia. At this 
point we were joined by local messianic leaders who shared their testimonies with the group before 
answering questions about their congregations and what the Lord was doing within their 
communities and the One New Man. It was such a blessing to meet face to face and hear their hearts 
before we prayed together for them and their country. 

Day two we checked out early and headed out to explore Kyiv. The tour was focused on unpacking 
the spiritual forces at work in the country so we visited vast Soviet monuments which shaped the 
identity of Ukraine for so long as well as the Pechersk Lavra 
cave monastery where Orthodox Christianity took root in 
Eastern Europe just over 1000 years ago. This was followed by 
testimony from a believing eye witness at Independence 
square, where 100 protesters were shot in 2014 by secret 
police when protesting about corruption and Russian influence 
in Ukraine. These protests led to a sea change in Ukrainian life 
and have radically transformed the country. We escaped the 
heat and ate traditional Ukrainian food in much needed air 
conditioning before embarking upon the most emotional part 
of the trip, the tour of Babi Yar. We traveled to the outskirts of 
Kyiv where 78 years ago 33,771 Jews died in a single day. We 
learnt that the Holocaust in Ukraine was not like that in Poland 
where Jews were transported over great distances to be 
murdered. Chillingly the killings took place in the same area 
and often the very village where the Jewish people had lived 
for generations and with the assistance of those who lived 
around them. Some solace was taken by reading the stories of 
the righteous amongst the Gentiles who risked their lives to 
save Jewish people. Most powerful were those that, because of 
their faith and knowledge of scriptures, saw hiding Jews as a 
privilege because they were God’s chosen people. We 
gathered our thoughts on the long train journey down the Dnieper River to our second stop on the 
tour, the city of Dnipro.  
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After such a physically and emotionally exhausting day previously we regrouped around God’s word 
as we spent the morning exploring the truth and purpose of the One New Man. What exactly is the 
One New Man and how do Jew and Gentile live together without losing their identities or taking 
each others God given roles? We talked and shared and questioned and the Lord really revealed His 
heart of Jew and Gentile in this day. Coming from the capital to a regional city brought us much 
closer to the real Ukraine and lunch was round the corner from the hotel eating local food with the 
local people. This theme continued in the afternoon as we were joined by local Jewish and Gentile 
leaders who again shared the work God has been doing in them and their communities. Seeing Jew 
and Gentile working together so closely was a marvel. As was hearing Pastor Oleg share his salvation 
out of drug addiction and how he runs his church alongside his day job as a welder. The evening was 
a real treat as we enjoyed an open air concert of classical music on top of the Menorah centre as the 
sun set over Dnipro. 

Our last day in Dnipro was spent exploring the local history including its role at the forefront of the 
arms race. From the 1950’s until independence Dnipro (then Dnipropetrovsk) was a closed city 
where the local Yuzhmash factory was the leading facility for the design and production of missiles, 
rockets and space technology including Sputnik and the Mir space station. During a walk through 
Rocket Park we came across a photo mimicking the Ukrainian flag on which the yellow represents a 
wheat field and the blue, the wide blue sky over the fertile plain which makes up most of Ukraine. The 
Lord led one of the group to share a word from Him 
about how the fields of Ukraine were really white for 
harvest. We had all seen this first hand when a number 
of the group had had the chance to share their faith with 
local people curious to meet foreigner visitors. We 
could really sense the open heaven over independent  
Ukraine, not under the EU or Russia, a place where the 
Messianic body and the One New Man is really 
flourishing. That afternoon we toured the Menorah 
centre, a huge building which is the world’s largest 
Jewish business and cultural centre. The Menorah 
houses the local synagogue and an excellent holocaust 
museum which we spent the afternoon in. Surprisingly 
Dnipro is a city where Jews walk the streets wearing a 
kippur and tzitzit which really showcases the resurgence 
of Jewish life in a country where both the President and 
Prime Minister are openly Jewish. The icing on the cake was our visit to a flourishing messianic 
congregation where we were incredibly warmly welcomed and quickly swept up with them in 
dancing and praise to Yeshua. We shared our hearts with each other and prayer together before the 
whole congregation proclaimed the Aaronic blessing over us. 

For our final day we explored the roots of the nation of Ukraine and how in the local area Cossacks 
had forged an independent nation in the shadow of empires east and west back in the 1600’s. 
Traveling an hour south we visited a Cossack Sich or fort built on a large island in the Dnieper river 
and learnt the complicated history of the Cossacks which included both violence against Jews and 
prominent Jewish Cossacks over the centuries. For our final few hours we strolled along the 
riverbank in Dnipro enjoying ice cream and people watching, as we mingled with the locals out 
enjoying the cool of the evening. The journey back to Kyiv was by Soviet era night train, which will live 
long in the memory! Thankfully we were all so exhausted it didn’t take long to get off to sleep. The 
highlight of the trip for many was the time spent with the Messianics and the deeper revelation God 
revealed of the One New Man. God willing this will be the first of many such prayer and study tours 
with the next one ear marked for May next year which will hopefully be a good deal cooler!.
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